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$4,200 in additional out-of-pocket pre-
scription costs—a huge transfer of 
wealth from America’s seniors to the 
big drug companies. 

Repealing the Affordable Care Act 
would not just harm seniors, it would 
also mean that insurance plans would 
no longer have to cover young adults 
up to age 26 on their parents’ plans. 
This moves over 3 million young Amer-
icans—just getting out of college, still 
looking for that first job that has 
health insurance coverage—back on to 
the rolls of the uninsured. 

The radical Ryan budget would also 
hurt young people by slashing Pell 
grants, making college less affordable. 
Students and graduates are already 
struggling to pay a record trillion dol-
lars that Americans now owe in out-
standing student loans, and the Ryan 
plan would force students to take on 
even greater debt burdens. 

On top of these specific cuts, the 
Ryan budget takes an additional $1 
trillion in unspecified discretionary 
spending cuts. Domestic discretionary 
funding is the money that is used to 
keep the government operating each 
year—FBI agents investigating cases, 
Border Patrol agents working our bor-
ders, doctors and nurses treating vet-
erans at the VA, employees mailing 
out Social Security checks, and many 
other important programs and func-
tions. 

It is already at its lowest level as a 
share of GDP since the 1950s. It is hard 
to imagine any Federal investment— 
whether it is education or housing or 
highways or law enforcement, you 
name it—not being jeopardized by such 
Draconian cuts. 

That is why President Reagan’s— 
President Reagan’s—former economic 
adviser said about this Ryan budget 
plan: 

The Ryan plan is a monstrosity. 

Ronald Reagan’s economic advisor 
said: ‘‘The Ryan plan is a mon-
strosity.’’ 

The rich would receive huge tax cuts while 
the social safety net would be shredded to 
pay for it. . . . It is less of a wish list than 
a fairy tale utterly disconnected from the 
real world, backed up by make-believe num-
bers and unreasonable assumptions. 

If that is what Ronald Reagan’s eco-
nomic advisor thought about it, think 
what regular people might think about 
it. 

Ryan’s plan isn’t even an act of courage; 
it’s just pandering to the Tea Party. 

But that is what is being held hos-
tage on this sequester. 

I hope when the election season is 
over, no matter who wins, that Repub-
licans will work with us—without in-
sisting on a monstrosity, without in-
sisting on the end of Medicare—on a 
balanced and reasonable plan to reduce 
the deficit. With a record national 
debt, now is no time for more tax give-
aways to billionaires, as Mr. RYAN pro-
poses, but, rather, it is the time to en-
sure an America where everyone gets a 
fair shot, everyone pitches in their fair 
share, and we go forward as a country 

together, as we always have in our best 
days. 

I thank the Chair and I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Washington is recog-
nized. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I 
caught some of the dog-and-pony show 
that Republicans put on this morning 
on the floor of the Senate, and I 
thought it was pretty indicative of 
their approach to this entire Con-
gress—all politics, no participation. 
Someone must have reminded them 
this morning that they are 47 days 
away from an election and that for the 
last 624 days of this Congress, they 
have done nothing but say no. 

But I am here to say that an hour of 
speeches on the Senate floor cannot 
erase an entire Congress of obstruc-
tion. In fact, the Republicans’ show 
this morning reminded me of a move I 
have seen many times before as a 
former preschool teacher and as a mom 
who has watched a lot of kids go 
through school. It reminded me how on 
the very last day of school before sum-
mer there was always one student who 
had not done their homework all year 
long, and on that last day they showed 
up on their best behavior, homework in 
hand, hoping to leave a good impres-
sion. They thought maybe this last- 
ditch effort could help them avoid a 
bad grade. 

Unfortunately, it does not work that 
way. 

So let me assure Republicans of one 
thing: Their record of obstruction and 
their refusal to compromise will not go 
away at the eleventh hour. One-minute 
speeches on the day before they go to 
face voters cannot paper over 100 fili-
busters. It will not change the fact 
that almost 2 years ago the Senate mi-
nority leader revealed that his No. 1 
priority was—not working to get 
Americans back to work, it was not 
bringing our economy back from the 
brink, it was not ensuring that Amer-
ica remained a leader at home and 
abroad, no—to defeat President Obama, 
it was playing politics, just as we saw 
this morning. 

There has been, seemingly, no group 
of Americans—well, with the exception 
of millionaires and billionaires—who 
have been spared in the Republicans’ 
efforts to achieve their goals—not our 
teachers, not our college students, not 
our farmers, not construction workers, 
not first responders, not even our Na-
tion’s veterans have been spared their 
efforts to destroy the work of this Con-
gress. 

There was no better example of that 
than yesterday here on the floor of the 
U.S. Senate. The Veterans Jobs Corps 
bill that we brought to the floor in-
cluded 12 provisions to help veterans 
find jobs. 

Eight of them. Let me repeat that. 
Eight of those provisions were Repub-
lican ideas. This bill was fully paid for. 
It was based on existing grant pro-
grams that are putting Americans to 

work. It would have allowed the vet-
erans to serve their communities. It 
would have given unemployed veterans 
the self-esteem that a job provides. It 
would have allowed them to support 
their families and help ease that tran-
sition back home. 

That bill came at a time when one in 
four young veterans today is out of 
work. It came at a time when our mili-
tary and veteran suicide rates are out-
pacing combat deaths and when more 
and more, as we all know, veterans are 
coming home today. The American Le-
gion supported it. The Iraq and Afghan-
istan Veterans of America supported it. 
The problem was, it seemed, President 
Obama supported it. So we know from 
everything we have seen and attempted 
on the Senate floor, no matter how 
good or bad of an idea, no matter which 
struggling American would benefit, it 
seems that if the President supports it, 
you can pretty much guarantee Senate 
Republicans will not. 

That is the legacy the Senate Repub-
licans are going to take home to vot-
ers, the legacy that when middle-class 
American families needed their help 
the most, they refused to compromise 
to get things done; that when Ameri-
cans were hurting, they put politics be-
fore people; that they set a goal of not 
participating, and they followed 
through on that at every single turn. 
No amount of snappy speeches is going 
to change that. No last-minute appeals 
for leniency will change that record. 

In fact, it is ironic that this morning 
all of the Republican Senators showed 
up on the floor because for the last 2 
years, when the American people have 
needed them the most, they have been 
absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

f 

THE MIDDLE EAST 
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I come to 

the floor of the Senate to talk briefly 
about an amendment on which we may 
or may not get a vote. It is an amend-
ment by my colleague, Senator PAUL. 
It really is directly related to the 
issues that have happened around the 
world in the last week and a half. We 
certainly watched in horror as our Am-
bassador, a fantastic and honorable 
American, along with three of his col-
leagues in the American consulate in 
Benghazi, was murdered last week. So I 
wanted to talk briefly about that be-
cause it really is an important moment 
in our foreign policy in the region. 

Let me begin by expressing our deep 
condolences for that loss. All the mem-
bers of the families of those folks who 
have died over there, our hearts are 
with them, our prayers are with them. 
We thank them for their brave service 
to our country and to the cause of free-
dom. 

We have the right to be angry. The 
American people are angry and right-
fully so. For years we have been invest-
ing our taxpayer dollars in aid to that 
region, and yet we turn on the tele-
vision and we see these protests 
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against us. On one hand, every single 
year we send billions of dollars and 
hundreds of millions of dollars to help 
people in the region. We help them to 
stand and fight for themselves, to get 
rid of dictators. Then we turn on the 
television and we see people attacking 
our embassies or burning images of our 
President and burning our flag and 
chanting anti-American slogans. So 
the American people are both confused 
and angry. How can this be happening? 
But I think it is important for us that 
while we have the right to be angry, we 
should still remain smart in our for-
eign policy. 

What I would like to talk about 
today is what it means to have a smart 
foreign policy, a pro-American foreign 
policy in that region of the world given 
these factors we are facing. 

The amendment on which Senator 
PAUL is asking for a vote would condi-
tion foreign aid to three particular 
countries. Let me begin my conversa-
tion by saying that this is a com-
plicated issue, and not all these coun-
tries are the same. Let me contrast 
two of them, for example. 

Let’s talk about Egypt for a moment. 
Now, of course, the Egyptian people 
got rid of a dictator. They had an elec-
tion. It was a very close election that 
was won by the current President, 
Mursi, who comes from the Muslim 
Brotherhood. But Egypt has a well-or-
ganized security apparatus, a well-or-
ganized and well-funded security appa-
ratus. Egypt has the capability to con-
duct counterterrorism in Egypt. Egypt 
has the capability, they have the peo-
ple and the resources to protect our 
Embassy in Egypt. They have no ex-
cuse for not doing that, if they fail to 
do that, because they are able to do it. 

What was really troubling to me 
about Egypt, however, was that Presi-
dent Mursi, rather than immediately 
condemning the attack against the 
United States and the murder of our 
Ambassador, his first reaction was to 
condemn a YouTube video. That is 
what we are talking about here—a 
YouTube video. Anybody can make a 
YouTube video. 

Now, there is a belief, by the way, in 
the Muslim world that because in their 
countries, if you produce a YouTube 
video or any movie, for that matter, 
your government had to approve it— 
they think, well then in America, your 
government must have approved it as 
well. But that is not true, and their 
leaders know better. The leaders of 
these countries know better. Some of 
these leaders in the Egyptian Govern-
ment were educated in this country. 
They know full well that anyone can 
make a YouTube video. But instead of 
standing and explaining that to their 
people, they go along with this stuff. 
They say one thing in Arabic to their 
people and another thing to the rest of 
the world in English. 

There is a long pattern of double- 
playing behavior that we should not 
stand for and should not tolerate. It is, 
in my mind, unacceptable that a full 2 

days went by before the Egyptian Gov-
ernment clearly condemned the attack 
on Benghazi and clearly condemned 
these actions against America. 

Contrast that with Libya for a mo-
ment. Libya had an election as well 
where two-thirds of the Libyan people 
rejected the Islamists and they elected 
pro-Western, pro-modern, pro-progress 
leaders to their government. But, un-
like Egypt, Libya does not have the 
ability to protect our consulate as 
well. They did not inherit from Qadhafi 
a well-organized security apparatus. In 
fact, it was one of the reasons why I ar-
gued for a more forceful American en-
gagement in Libya. I did not want the 
conflict to last that long. That pro-
tracted and long conflict in Libya— 
what it did is it created more time and 
more space for these independent mili-
tias—these are literally independent 
gangs who got their hands on weapons 
and fought in this revolution against 
Qadhafi, but now the central govern-
ment cannot get these groups to give 
up their arms because to do so would 
be to give up their power. That is why 
having this go on for as long as it did 
is a terrible idea. The fact is, though, 
the Libyans do not even have control 
over large portions of the country. 
There are entire areas of Libya that 
the government does not control. 

There is an increasing body of evi-
dence that shows that what happened 
in Benghazi was not an anti-American 
protest, it was not as a result of a 
YouTube video; it was an orchestrated 
anti-American terrorist attack by ter-
rorists—not by Libya, not by Libyans, 
by terrorists. 

In addition to evidence that this was 
a terrorist attack, not a Libyan anti- 
American uprising, look at the reac-
tion in Libya since the attack. I wish 
the media in the United States would 
give more coverage to the Libyans in 
the streets protesting the terrorists, 
holding up signs apologizing. 

Our Ambassador in Benghazi was 
loved by the Libyan people, especially 
the people of Benghazi, who credited 
him for saving their lives when Muam-
mar Qadhafi’s troops were on the out-
skirts of the city about to massacre 
them. I wish more attention were paid 
to that. I wish more attention were 
paid to the ceremonies that are hap-
pening today in Tripoli honoring—our 
Under Secretary William Burns is 
there honoring the service of Ambas-
sador Stevens. The demonstrations in 
Benghazi are going to occur tomorrow 
honoring him as well. 

I am not saying everyone in Libya is 
pro-American. I am saying we have a 
government in Libya that is trying to 
do the right thing. There is open source 
reporting in the press today. Fifty 
American FBI agents are there now in-
vestigating this. Those are the actions 
of a cooperative government. They are 
trying to help us, but they just do not 
have the resources to do it well. Cut-
ting off aid to them does not make 
sense to me. 

On the one hand, we are demanding 
that they protect our embassies. They 

are saying: We want to, but we do not 
have the resources to do it. On the 
other hand, we are threatening to take 
away their resources. 

So not all these countries are the 
same. 

There are a lot of misconceptions 
floating around out there. I have heard 
some people say: You know what, 
maybe we were better off with dic-
tators in the Middle East because they 
could maintain order. Let me tell you, 
that is a false choice. Here is why. 
These dictators were no friends of 
America. 

Let me give you an example of 
Egypt, where people now say: Well, this 
stuff did not happen when Mubarak 
was there. No, it happened but in a dif-
ferent way. Let me tell you about the 
deal Mubarak and other dictatorial 
leaders in the region cut with extrem-
ists. Here is the deal they cut with ex-
tremists: As long as you do not do any-
thing against us, you can do anything 
you want anywhere in the world. Con-
duct all the terrorism you want. At-
tack Americans. Blow up a train in 
Spain. Do whatever you want, just do 
not do it here. Do it in your country. If 
you do it in our country, we will cut 
your head off. If you do it somewhere 
else, that is not our business. 

That is the deal these dictators cut 
with extremists. 

It was not a coincidence that there 
were Egyptians involved in the 9/11 
plot. These were not Egyptians who 
came from poor families; they came 
from prominent and distinguished fam-
ilies in Egypt, which leads me to the 
second point. These dictators allow 
anti-Americanism, because—imagine if 
you lived in a dictatorial country—you 
are not allowed to protest the govern-
ment. You are not allowed to protest 
your leaders. There are only two things 
you are allowed to protest—America 
and Israel. So that is what everybody 
does. It is almost a relief valve for frus-
tration. Then they have a state-con-
trolled media that feeds into anti- 
Americanism. Do you know that there 
were media outlets in Egypt under Mu-
barak and even now that tell the peo-
ple in Egypt that in America denying 
the Holocaust is a crime? Denying the 
Holocaust is dumb, it is outrageous, 
but it is not a crime in America. Yet 
they spread these lies, these anti- 
American lies through the region. Of 
course there are people in the region 
who hate us because our so-called dic-
tatorial friends and allies have allowed 
anti-Americanism to grow and be fos-
tered because it has helped them hold 
on to the power. 

So these dictators are not good for 
the region, not good for America. And 
the choice should not be between dic-
tators and democracy. The second fal-
lacy is, well, we will just have an elec-
tion and everything will be better. 
That is not true either. Democracies 
can elect people who do not like us too. 
So this is not an easy issue to confront, 
but disengaging from the region is not 
the solution. 
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Now, I do not have a magic solution. 

I have only been here in the Senate for 
about a year and a half, so these are 
issues I am engaging in for the first 
time over the last year, but here are 
my opinions given what I have learned 
in the first 2 years I have been here, 
some points I would like to make. 

The first is that we should expect 
more. We should expect more from 
leaders in the region. We should expect 
Mursi and the Muslim Brotherhood and 
others to stand up to people and say: 
Look, we understand you are upset 
about this video, but you do not have 
the right to burn down an embassy. By 
the way, in America the government 
does not control these videos. Anyone 
can make a YouTube video. They are a 
free society. 

No. 2, we should expect them to say 
the same things in Arabic as they are 
saying in English. Do not express con-
dolences and outrage in English on the 
attack against America but in Arabic 
completely ignore it and only talk 
about the YouTube video. 

We should expect more from them. 
They want a true partnership. They 
want American and Western aid. They 
want tourists to return. They want 
economic interchange between our two 
countries. We should expect more from 
them. 

Here is the second point. This stuff is 
not happening because of a video, be-
cause people are upset. You know 
what, let me explain something to you. 
For radical Islam, our entire culture is 
offensive. They are not just offended 
about a YouTube video. They are of-
fended that women serve in the Senate. 
They are offended that women drive. 
They are offended that little girls get 
to go to school. In some of these coun-
tries, converting to Christianity is 
punishable by death. So our whole cul-
ture is offensive to them, not just a 
YouTube video. 

Here is the third point we have to ac-
cept. This is a critical moment not just 
for America, this is a critical moment 
for the Muslim world, where they have 
to decide what kind of future they 
want for themselves. Is this the future 
they want, a future isolated from the 
world, a future isolated from the prom-
ises of the 21st century, or do they 
want a different future? I know there 
are millions of people in the Muslim 
world who do not want this future, but 
they are afraid to speak up. They are 
intimidated from speaking up because 
of these radical forces that need to be 
defeated. 

This brings me to my last point. We 
need to be very clear. We will support 
those who want a better future, like we 
should have supported the Green Revo-
lution in Iran when brave young Ira-
nians took to the streets to protest a 
fraudulent election, and instead of tak-
ing their side, the President disengaged 
and said nothing. We will support those 
who want a new future and a better fu-
ture for their region. We are not asking 
them to abandon their religion or their 
beliefs, but they have to respect ours. 

We are not asking them to walk away 
from the Koran, but they have to re-
spect our beliefs and tolerate our be-
liefs as well. We will support those who 
are willing to do that. We want to work 
with them. It benefits no one to have 
violence and destruction in the region. 
But we also have to accept the hard 
cold fact that there are people, there 
are radical Islamists in that part of the 
world with whom you can never and 
will never be able to reason. They are 
never going to change their minds. 
They are never going to come around. 
They are never going to one day all of 
a sudden change their behavior because 
we engaged them more, because we 
give more speeches at their univer-
sities. They are radical Islamists, vio-
lent people. It is a very clear choice: 
Either they win or we win. And the 
sooner we accept that, the better off we 
are going to be. 

So we have to accept that on the one 
hand there are millions of people in 
that region who want a new and better 
future. We will side with them. We will 
support their aspirations. We will work 
with their hopes for civilian leadership 
and peace and economic prosperity. 
But for those who are radical Islamists, 
whose view is they want to conquer and 
bring under their control everyone who 
is not who they are, we have to defeat 
them. I wish it weren’t the case, but it 
is. And the sooner we accept that, the 
clearer our policies are going to be. 

So this is not just a critical moment 
for America in our foreign policy; this 
is a critical moment for them as well, 
for they are going to have to decide. If 
Egypt truly wants a better future for 
their people, one where their economy 
is growing and prosperous and young 
people can fulfill their aspirations, 
they are going to have to unequivo-
cally reject this type of stuff or they 
will be trapped in the 18th century for-
ever. 

In Libya, they are trying to cooper-
ate with us. They are allowing us to 
move forward. We should work with 
them and strengthen them, not aban-
don them. 

And I didn’t mention Pakistan, but 
that is important too. Let me just say 
that I think it is outrageous that doc-
tor is being held there. I believe every 
charge against him is trumped up, and 
I think we should demand—I think it is 
right to condition some, if not all, of 
our foreign aid and cooperation with 
Pakistan on his status and on his re-
lease. So I hope Senator PAUL and 
those who support his amendment will 
consider, at a minimum, restructuring 
that amendment to recognize there is a 
difference between Libya and Egypt 
and that we should take different ap-
proaches in that regard; that we have a 
right to be outraged; that we have a 
right to be angry, but we should never 
abandon being smart. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Carolina. 
Mrs. HAGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak for up to 
15 minutes as in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
CORPORAL DARRION TERRELL HICKS, PETTY OF-

FICER SECOND CLASS SEAN E. BRAZAS, LANCE 
CORPORAL CHRISTOPHER PHOENIX JACOB LEVY 
Mrs. HAGAN. Mr. President, 11 years 

have now passed since the attacks of 
September 11, that horrific day that 
forever changed the world. Although 
we have killed Osama bin Laden, the 
fight against the al-Qaida militants is 
not over. Al-Qaida remains a threat to 
America, and the brave men and 
women of our Armed Forces are still 
fighting every day to protect our way 
of life. 

Mr. President, I want us to honor and 
think about these men and women. 
There are over 77,000 U.S. servicemem-
bers deployed in Afghanistan right now 
who remain in harm’s way. These men 
and women willingly joined the mili-
tary during a time of war. They want 
nothing more than to serve our coun-
try. They fight for our way of life so we 
don’t have to and so that our children 
and grandchildren will not have to. 

I am going to highlight three service-
men from North Carolina who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice. I have per-
sonally spoken with their families, and 
I want to share their great love of 
country with you because it is so im-
portant that all Americans understand 
our military and their families who 
sacrifice so much for all of us. 

From my home State of North Caro-
lina alone there are more than 6,000 of 
our finest sons and daughters, brothers 
and sisters, moms and dads deployed in 
Afghanistan. They are the men and 
women of the II Marine Expeditionary 
Force, 2nd Marine Division, 2nd Marine 
Aircraft Wing, and 2nd Marine Logis-
tics Group from Camp Lejeune and 
Cherry Point. They are the men and 
women of the 82nd Airborne Division 
from Fort Bragg. They are the men and 
women from the National Guard and 
Reserve Units from North Carolina. 
And they are the thousands of other 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines 
deployed to foreign lands to stand 
watch over the world and keep us safe. 

Sometimes I feel as if the war is 
hardly an issue in the news, in daily 
life, anywhere, except for those who 
are personally affected by it. Our focus 
is too often drawn to the news of the 
elections, of the economy, of politics, 
of celebrities, of scandals, of the rich 
and famous, and of the simply bizarre. 
We do not hear enough about the brave 
souls who have lost their lives while 
trying to make the world safer for the 
rest of us, who willingly joined the 
military during a time of war, who 
want to serve our country. 

We all need to pay respect, to honor, 
and to remember the very men and 
women whose commitment, dedication, 
and courage are what make our coun-
try safe and to respect and remember 
the families they left behind. 

As we scale down our presence in Af-
ghanistan and bring our service men 
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